
“Keys teachers are enthusiastic and inspiring 
individuals who love to teach and are passionate 
about their students.”

Jon Ninnemann, Head of School

2004-2005

The Value of a Keys Education

Annual Report
K E Y S
S C H O O L 2004-2005



Message from Head of School
We deliver value when we truly live our mission.  To honor that 
commitment to our students, we must ask questions and challenge 
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ourselves in much the same way we encourage 
the intellectual curiosity of the children in our 
care.  Guided by the goals set forth in our five-year 
strategic plan, we concluded a year of significant 
growth and progress, enhancing our curriculum, 
developing our faculty, building upon our financial 
strength, and shaping the future of 
Keys School. 

In 2004-2005, we continued to underscore high 
academic achievement through a broad, hands-
on curriculum that recognized our students’ 
incredible capacity for learning.   Faculty 
participated in professional development activities 
that explored differentiating instruction and 
active learning approaches for multiple learning 
styles and intelligences.  Teaching strategies were 
implemented to challenge individual learners with 
a unique mix of natural strengths and talents, and 
integrated learning experiences offered powerful 
opportunities for students across all grade levels to 
improve understanding.

The confidence and wonderful generosity 
demonstrated once again by our many philanthropic 
partners was reflected in our strong financial position.  
With increased parent participation and strong 
backing from the entire extended Keys community, 
the school raised over $262,000 in Annual Fund 
support, surpassing its original goal by nearly $44,000.  
Reserve built through the growth of the newly created 
Endowment Funds enabled us to consider the next 
stage of our development and will help ensure our 
ability to thrive in the years to come.  

Awareness of the school and its mission in the 
communities we serve was greatly improved this 
year through a comprehensive, strategic internal and 
external communications program.  Keys welcomed 
increased applications and enrollment during the 
Spring 2005 admission season, and for the first time, 
created a second sixth grade section because of 
strong demand.  This strong enrollment is a necessary 
component of our future expansion and reflects the 
great commitment by our parents, students and the 
wider community to the value of a Keys education.  

We enter the new school year with great anticipation 
and optimism.  Academic excellence remains our 
top Keys priority in 2005-2006.  Recognizing the 
importance of math appreciation in 21st century 
society, we’ll begin introducing our students to 
a new math curriculum designed to enrich math 
understanding and improve performance.  The days 
ahead hold enormous promise.  I welcome your input 
as we watch them unfold.

                              Jon Ninnemann
 Head of School



Dear Members of the Keys Community

Message from Board President
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Learning for Life

This is an exciting  time for Keys School  as we prepare for  
the challenges and opportunities that lie ahead.  The Board 
of Trustees has given significant attention to future programs 
and facilities, specifically to the expansion of the school to 
double sections k-8.  Many committed  individuals are craft-
ing a careful assessment of what it will take to relocate and 
expand Keys School successfully:

 

♦	The Development Committee completed a feasibility 
study to determine the capacity within our extended 
Keys community to raise the requisite dollars for the 
contemplated changes. 

♦	The Finance Committee continues to work on  
financial models to establish what we can afford 
through a variety of options.  

♦	The Facilities Planning Committee is exploring our 
site requirements including property size, necessary 
building and outdoor space and zoning regulations. 

 

It has been an honor and a pleasure working with these tire-
less groups dedicated to finding the best permanent home 
for Keys School.  On behalf of the Board, I would like to 
thank all of you for your support as we put the work of 
the past year into motion.  We look forward to sharing this 
experience with you as we build the future of Keys School 
together. 

Sincerely, 

Barbara Rosston
President, Board of Trustees

Mission Statement
Keys School offers a broad, hands-on curriculum that 
fosters high academic achievement and promotes intel-
lectual, physical, emotional, and social growth.  Within a 
diverse and highly supportive community, Keys is com-
mitted to a caring and creative environment that encour-
ages children to love learning, take intellectual risks, and 
treat others with respect and empathy. 

It’s stunning what kids can do when they 
are encouraged to realize their intellectual 
potential. By the time our students 
graduate, we are sending very productive 
individuals out into the world.

 Louise Fernquest  
 Language Arts    
 Keys School Faculty
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Highlights  2004-2005
Academic Excellence

♦	Keys School continues to prepare its students 
for academic and social achievement in first-rate 
public and private high schools including Menlo 
School, Sacred Heart Prep, Bellarmine, Castilleja, 
St. Francis and Woodside Priory.  Last year, 90% of 
Keys graduates were accepted to their first choice 
of high school.

♦ Curricular articulation across all grade levels 
provides a seamless learning environment and 
clarifies expectations for students, faculty and 
parents.  Keys School teachers implemented com-
puter-based curriculum mapping to provide more 
continuous, unified coursework and improve the 
educational experiences and achievement of  
all students.

♦ Keys School students explored connecting concepts 
through rich, integrated learning experiences designed to 
improve students’ appreciation of conceptual relationships 
and develop their ability to “learn with understanding.”  
First graders discovered  
Mexico through links between Spanish, physical educa-
tion, music, art and language arts.  Seventh graders, 
through a joint math/English learning experience, read 
“Breaking Through” and examined the cost of living and 
life below the poverty line in Silicon Valley.  

♦ Keys student achievement in math, reading and English,  
as measured by Educational Records Bureau (ERB)  
results, are consistently above the norm for national, 
suburban and independent school populations.  Typically, 
Keys classes average at or above the 90th percentile on 
national norms.

♦ Keys continues to uphold high academic standards in  
the foundation subjects of mathematics, science and 
language arts (reading, writing, oral expression), helping 
students acquire keen problem-solving insight and the 
tools of communication required to enter and thrive in 
high school. 

“There is an active partnership at the school 
between teachers, administrators, students, 
parents and families, who all model a love 
of learning.  There is an excitement about 
learning that makes it hard for students to 
resist the opportunity to learn.”

 Maria Dulay and   
 Tarak Mody
 Parents of Alison, ‘12
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Responsibility, Leadership, Character

♦	The Keys School Buddy Program paired up students in 
each grade with a student “buddy” in another grade to 
provide leadership awareness for older students, offer 
peer support to younger students and foster cohesiveness 
across the K-8 environment.  Every other week, students 
partnered with buddies to read, create art, play games and 
participate in community service activities.

♦ Community service activities foster a sense of responsibil-
ity and offer students valuable life skills and lessons.  This 
year, Keys School students in grades 3 – 5 organized the 
Community Leaders Club to affect environmental aware-
ness, organizing an Earth Day celebration, a clothing drive 
and campaigns aimed at protecting endangered species.

♦ Volunteering teaches tolerance, generosity and sends 
students the empowering message that they can make a 
difference.  The middle school student council led a food 
drive and collected 1,200 pounds of food for Second 
Harvest Bank.  Fifth graders studied the issue of home-

lessness and volunteered at a local homeless shelter, while 
third graders presented their class play to residents of the 
Pilgrim Home nursing home.

♦  All grade levels participated in Keys outdoor education 
adventures that build character, enhance social develop-
ment and teach students about our environment.  This 
year, fifth graders visited Yosemite in the spring, discover-
ing amazing waterfalls and participating in role-playing 
activities that recreated pioneer living.

“Keys students love to volunteer to 
play an instrument, express ideas, sing solos and 
act. This level of involvement is encouraged early 
in their developmental years in a nourishing 
environment where active participation for all 
students is the norm rather than the exception.  
Students come to expect and look forward to 
opportunities for self-expression, and develop 
greater self-confidence and positive self esteem 
from the experience.”

 Signe Boyer,  
 Music, Keys Faculty
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Whole-Child Development
♦  Middle school students gathered in small groups 

with an advisor for social/emotional education and 
organizational skills instruction.  Advisories met 
twice per week, promoting team-building and  
offering students ready access to an adult advocate.

♦  Separate morning openings for lower and middle 
school students offered structure and provided  
opportunities to build students’ self-esteem.    
Each morning, time was set aside to recognize  
student achievements, share news and focus on the 
day’s events.  .

♦  Middle school students were active participants in their 
assessments, evaluating their personal growth, setting 
goals and developing plans to achieve them, and attending 
parent/teacher conferences to discuss their progress. 

Broad Community Support
♦	Keys’ strength, superlative parent support continued in 

2004-2005 as parents facilitated school events, accom-
panied students on field trips, assisted teachers in their 
classrooms and made generous financial contributions.

♦	Grandparents and Special Friends Day offered more  
than 100 guests the opportunity to visit classrooms,  
enjoy musical performances and share conversation over 
lunch.  The event was almost entirely supported by parent 
participation.

♦  The KSA Executive Committee redesigned the by-laws 
of the parent organization, clarifying the structure to 
encourage a more effective and powerful organization.

♦  KSA held evening meetings each month on topics of 
interest to Keys parents, placing particular emphasis on 
curriculum-related information and its relationship and 
relevance to Keys’ overall mission.

There is so much that our daughters love 
about Keys from their homeroom and specialty 
teachers and classes, to special projects and 
outdoor education camping trips – all have been 
conducive to a rich learning experience.

 Jan and Larry Alder
 Parents of Allison, ‘09 
 and Cate, ‘13



Under the direction of Annual Fund Chairs Jane Weston, Lower School and Kirsten 
Malone, Middle School, Keys raised $262,546 in annual fund support, surpassing its 
original goal by over 18%. 

Keys School Annual Fund 2004-2005
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Our many philanthropic partners

The continued success of this campaign underscores the 
board’s commitment to ensure sufficient funds to balance the 
operating budget and to keep tuition costs manageable.

Keys relies upon the Annual Fund to help bridge the gap 
between tuition income and operating expenses. This sup-
port really does make a difference in enabling Keys to live 
up to its mission:  to foster high academic achievement and 
balanced growth in a caring and creative environment that 
encourages children to love learning and treat others with 
respect and empathy.

We are most grateful to our many philanthropic partners 
who have invested in the outstanding faculty, staff and 
programs that make Keys School such a wonderful place of 
learning for our students.

Leadership CirCLe ($10,000 - $49,999)
John and Rebecca Bara
Phillip and Gloria Horsley
Shantanu and Reni Narayen
Greg and Barbara Rosston

BenefaCtor CirCLe ($5,000 to $9,999)
Anonymous (2)
Evan and Violet Brooks
David and Nathalie Cowan
Jeff Dean and Heidi Hopper
Bob Dvorak  and Maurisa Sommerfield
Brett and Michelle Galloway
Tom and Karen Kalinske
Andrew May and Wendy Lin
Daniel Mendez and Vivian Leal
Ashok Singhal and Jeannette Hung
Mahesh and Sheela Veerina
Mark Williams and Suzanne Zebedee

patron CirCLe ($2,500 to $4,999)
Anonymous (1)
Eli Abbe and Jessica Arner
Jo Bellomo
Doug and Sally Calderon
Eric and Christine Hao
Craig and Libby Heimark
Jan Horn and Jane Weston
Keith Howard
Ralph King and Leslie 

Chin
Clint Korver and Miriam 

Rivera
Tim and Lisa Laehy
Sandeep and Sandy Lal
Dean and LaVon Morton
Jan and Grace Pedersen
Edwin and Julie Ryu
Pradip and Mamatha 

Shankar
Frank Stanbach and Nikki 

James
Dev and Vaneeta Varma
John and Marguerite 

Williams

Keys has given me the self-confidence to take 
chances – to take risks and really put myself 
out in the open. At Keys, I have always felt 
comfortable and even inclined to join a sports 
team and experience competition.  No one will put 
you down for lack of talent; they will only try 
to build you up.  Always at Keys, I have felt  
free to put forth my opinions in and out of  
class and maybe contribute them to something 
larger.

 Kevin T. Chan, ‘05



partners ($1,000 to $2,499)
Anonymous (2)
Larry and Jan Alder
Pradeep and Rita Amladi
Nick and Candi Athens
Lloyd and Cherie Baylis
Anish Bhatnagar and Rashmi Garg
Trevor and Laurie Blackwell
Zeki and Ann Celik
Colin Chapman and Kirsten Malone
Larry Cofer and Lisa Burnett
Rick Colbeth and Denise Janjigian
Tom Dewey and Terry Quan
Lou and Kathleen Doctor
Tad and Louise Furutsuki
Manuel Garcia & Maritza Gonzalez
Aaron and Anita Grossman
Dan Harden and Heidi Schwenk
Jim and Lana Hess
Jerry and Martha Jager
Tom and Cathy Kao
Greg Lee and Muh-ching Yee
Harrison Liou and Summer Hsia
Mark and Margaret  Ma
Lin and Megan Miller
Norman and Alissa Picker
John Raftrey
David and Andrea Shearn
Toyo and Kris Shimano
Malcolm Smith and Ro Mamone
Amir and Mehreen Wain
Bob and Susan Wolfe
Dona Lee Wong and David Wong-Faull

friend (Up to $999)
Anonymous (7)
Marcus and Barbara Aaron
Shunmuganathan and Sheila Amaranathan
Bill and Dee Dee Anderson
Lee and Anne Baldwin
Glen and Melanie Barnett
Brandon and Elizabeth Baum
Vince and Elizabeth Bellows
Leon and Doris Bennett
Robert Benson and Nancy Weed
Rachael Berg
Jack and Susan Berghouse
Frank and Joline Bettendorf
Elyssa Bishop
Bob and Mary Ann Boland
Signe Boyer

Emily Bromley and Don Coolidge
Bill Brownell & Kimberly Pesavento
Jan Bruzzese
Laura Camodeca
Phil and Mandy Capin
Dan and Hope Case
Bowman Ching and Kathy Higuchi
Marshal and Mary Ida Compton
John Creagan and Charmaine Mesina
Kevin Danie and Heidi Sanel

Marco and Tracy DeMiroz
Casey Donohue
Patrick and Lee Dorsey
Mary Etta Eaton
Nancy Eiger
Cheryl Elliott
Dee Ellmann
Ben Encisco and Judith Dean
Peter and Marjorie duFosse
Richard and Sonia Fahey

“Developing a love of learning in his or her students is 
probably the ultimate goal of every good teacher.  This 
goes beyond helping students achieve good grades in the 
classroom.  It is ‘lighting the fire’ in their brains and 
souls, generating the spark that leads them to ponder, 
question, understand, assimilate concepts, contribute 
in class, and ultimately seek on their own to expand 
their intellectual frontiers.  Through all these years, 
with three kids in Keys, we can honestly say that 
this goal has been met to our immense satisfaction.  
The combination of strong academics, a nurturing 
environment, discipline and respect for others have been 
the hallmarks of our Keys experience.

 Maritza Gonzalez and    
 Manuel Garcia
 Parents of Natalia, ’01;    
 Manuel, ‘05, and Adriana, ‘08



Nigel and Rhonda Farrar
Ken Feehan and Paula Belikove
Don and Louise Fernquest
Marybeth Fox
Ira and Jenny Friedman
Joss Geiduschek and Amy Harris
Al and Anahid Gharakhanian
Edward Goodstein and Fran Eastman
Ruth and Fred Gourdin
Shermagne Gunn
Mrs. Bruce M. Harrington
Doug and Carole Heimforth
Mary Hidalgo
Angie Higgins
Christopher and Mary Hoeber
Richard and Deborah Hof
Camille Holeyfield
Diana and Doug Horner
Gordon Iki
Amir and Kathleen Jalalpour
Steve and Laura Katz
Muriel Knudsen
Vidhya Krishnamurthi & Renu Raman
Ankesh and Abha Kumar
Todd LaPlante
Peter and Denise Latscha
Tom and Susan Lindsay
Danny and Winnie Ma
George Macpherson and Phiania Smith
George Marotta
Ronald Marsh and Karen Sipprell
Christopher and Glenna Mayo
Craig and Elaine McCreight
Ron and Lauren McLeod
Brian and Chris McMillan
Barry and Carolina Meehan
Abera Metaferia & Alem Woldearegay
Lindley Miller Jr.
Tarak Mody and Maria Dulay
Jerry and Sheri Morrison
Moshe and Lisa Nativ
Sandra and Mark Neveu
Jon Ninnemann and Jan Oldenburg
Merlin Ninnemann
Seeley Okie

Bruce Ong and Judith Lea
Toni Ouradnik
Warren and Etta Palmer
Margot Parker and Joel Spolin
Tonya Parnak
Russel and Juliet Patterson
Hugo and Lee Ann Patterson
Bardia Pezeshki and Eva Bryer
John and Patricia Pietrzyk
Priscilla Pittiglio
Joan and Mitch Polinsky
Bill and Joyce Rehlich
Ajit and Anjalt Renavikar
David Ring and Koon Ling Ring
Barbara Riper
Armando and Patricia Rosales
Richard Roth and Delphine Ho
Steve and Betty Scalf
David Jones and Diane van Schoten
Nick Selby and Maya Escudero
Jennifer Siden
Daniel and Amy Siegel
Conniekay Smith
Terry Smith and Naoko Murai
Harry and Mitzi Sommerfield
Nikki Stuckert
Stuart Swan and Mary Rauner
Michael Thompson
Lilli Tom
Darrel and Dot Torgerson
Rogelio and Elena Trejo
Robert Hody and Andrea Tucker-Hody
Walter and Kathryn Varda
Matson Wade and Jean Forstner
Rashna Wadia
Marvin and Beth-Ann Wenger
George and Gladys Weston
Carol and Gerry Wilson
Jennefer Wineman
Richard Wright and Susan Hansch
Susana Young
Ann Younker
William Yu and Vicky Yang
Katrina Zerga

MatChing gifts

Adobe
Argonaut Group, Ing
Cadence Design Systems, Inc.
Google
Guidant
H-P matching gift program
Intel
Intuit Foundation
Lucille and David Packard Foundation
Mayfield Fund
Microsoft
Rockwell International Corporation 
Trust
Time Warner
Transmeta
United Way
Yahoo/WorldReach

triBUte gifts reCeived

In honor of:
Allison and Cate Alder
Cole Baylis
Signe Boyer
Ann Doerr
Hana Dvorak
Jake Francesconi
B and Irv Grossman
Zoe Hernandez
Courtney Laird
George and Naomi Louis
Andrew Miller
Kira and Eliza Patterson
Lauren Polinsky
Burton Smith
Sweden Smith
Rashna Wadia

In memory of:
Bussi
Harriet Korn
Patti Lou Limperes
June Marotta
Angie Ninnemann
Burton Smith
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Keys School is committed to being a lasting community 
resource for generations of students to come, a challenging 
proposition given the soaring cost of living here in the Bay 
Area. Accordingly, Keys’ ability to keep tuition manage-
able, ensure economic diversity among our student base and 
maintain the highest-quality faculty to teach our children is 
largely dependent upon building up a healthy Endowment.

In 2003, Keys School established the General Endowment 
Fund, with a goal of reaching $1,000,000 by 2008. To date, 
generous gifts from individuals, along with proceeds from 
our annual spring auction, have grown the Fund to near 
$400,000!  

These permanently invested funds generate annual income 
to support our curriculum without having to cover all costs 
through tuition increases.

We are most grateful for these contributors to the General 
Endowment Fund:

foUnders CirCLe ($5,000+)
Eli Abbe and Jessica Arner
David and Nathalie Cowan
Craig and Libby Heimark
Mahesh and Sheela Veerina

LifeLong partners ($1,000 to 
$4,999)
Evan and Violet Brooks
Phil and Mandy Capin
Lou and Kathleen Doctor
Jim and Lana Hess
Daniel Mendez and Vivian Leal
Joan and Mitch Polinsky
Greg and Barbara Rosston
Ashok Singhal & Jeannette Hung

LifeLong friends (Up to $999)
Willa Baum
Lloyd and Cherie Baylis
Allan and Mildred Chin
Kevin Danie and Heidi Sanel
Richard and Sonia Fahey
Harland and Bernie Forstner
Daniel Gottheiner
Eric and Christine Hao
Diana and Doug Horner
Tom and Karen Kalinske
Sandeep and Sandy Lal
Harrison Liou and Summer Hsia
Ron Marsh
Barry and Carolina Meehan
Moshe and Lisa Nativ
Priscilla Pittiglio
Nick Selby and Maya Escudero
Harry and Mitzi Sommerfield
Barry and Carolina Meehan
Marvin and Beth-Ann Wenger

Proceeds from the Spring 
2005 auction - chaired by 
Anne Banta and receiving 
record donations from over 200 
students, parents, faculty/
staff, classes, families, friends, 
sponsors and businesses - 
were directed to the General 
Endowment Fund to grow and 
sustain “Community Based 
Learning”, a vital Endowment 
component that supports Keys 
outdoor education program, 
community service, athletics and 
field trip experiences. Outdoor 
education provides hands-on 
lessons in character building, 
self-reliance, teamwork and 
appreciation for the environment, 
adding another dimension to the 
value of a Keys education!



Keys’ Board of Trustees is pleased to report the financial results of the fiscal year July 1, 2004 to June 30, 2005.  During 
the past fiscal year, addressing the goals of the Strategic Plan continued to be a top priority in budget-setting and spending 
policies. Expenses at or below budget in most categories and strong returns in investment funds helped to strengthen Keys’ 
overall financial position.

Fundraising continues to play a vital role in Keys’ financial strength and success. In addition to exceeding ambitious goals set 
for the Annual Fund – funds which support the richness and depth of the Keys program each year, - we were able to grow 
the Endowment Fund to nearly $380,000. These Endowment Funds are used to generate income to support current and 
future elements of the Keys program, without having to cover all of the costs through tuition increases.  

Thanks to the many Keys supporters who contributed, in time and in gifts, to building the strength and vitality of the  
Keys community.

Treasurer’s Report
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Building for the Future

Evan Brooks and Daniel Mendez,  
Co-Treasurer of the Board of Trustees

Revenue

Tuition/Fees $2,680,821 86%

Auxillary Programs 76,068 2%

Other Income 69,735 2%

Annual Fund 262,564 8%

Other Fundraising 32,680 1%

Total $3,121,868 100%

Expenses

Salaries /Benefits $2,258,353 72%

Program 220,799 7%

Academic Support 182,164 6%

Financial Aid 198,650 6%

Facilities 291,538 9%

Total  $3,151,504 100%



Keys School Association - KSA
Chair  Heidi Hopper

Vice Chair Jan Alder

Secretary Vivian Leal

Hospitality
Welcome  Michelle Galloway 
Committee Alissa Picker

Welcome Picnic Michelle Galloway  
 Alissa Picker

Year-end Picnic Heidi Hopper 

Faculty & Staff Susan Lindsay 
Appreciation

Special Events & Activities 
Grandparents &  Anne Knudsen 

Special Friends Day  Baldwin

8th Grade  Cherie Baylis  
Banquet Glenna Mayo

Year-end Barbecue Laura Reynolds

Special Events
30th Anniversary Barbara Rosston-
Founders Day Kimberly Pesavento

Photo Day Cynthia Rapp

8th Grade Banquet Rosanna Lee  
 Holly Prunty

Ongoing Activities
Faculty Appreciation Susan Lindsay

Garden Club Glenna Mayo

Fundraising
Annual Fund Kristin Malone 
 Jane Weston

Book Fair Jan Alder 
 Cathy Hsaio 

Jogathon Larry Cofer 
 Christine Hao 
 Wendy Lin 
 Lee Ann Patterson

Spring Auction Anne Banta

Board of Trustees for 2004-2005
Treasurer 
Evan Brooks 
Daniel Mendez

KSA Representative
Heidi Hopper

Trustees
John Bara 
Phil Capin 
Carole Heimforth 

President
Barb Rosston

Vice President
Tom Kalinske

Vice President for Site
Julie Ryu

Secretary
Eli Abbe

Diana Horner 
Richard Hof 
Martha Jager 
Tim Laehy 
William Leong 
Reni Narayen 
Jon Ninnemann 
Ashok Singhal 
Sheila Veerina 
Beth Wenger 

Our Volunteer Leadership
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Room Parents
Coordinator Heidi Sanel

Kindergarten Jeannette Hung
 Heidi Sanel

First Grade Vaneeta Varma  
 Summer Hsia

Second Grade Christine Hao  
 Cathy Kao

Third Grade Laura Katz
 Vivian Leal

Fourth Grade Wendy Lin  
 Laura Reynolds

Fifth Grade Sheila Amaranathan

 Jean Forstner

Sixth Grade Margaret Ma  
 Suzanne Zebedee

Seventh Grade Melanie Barnett

Eighth Grade Sally Calderon  
 Leslie Chin

postMaster: retUrn seviCe reQUested

2890 Middlefield Road
Palo Alto, CA  94306
650 328-1711 tel
650 328-4506 fax
www.keysschool.com
mail@keysschool.com

AluMni:  PlEASE SEnD uPDATED ADDRESS OR OTHER inFORMATiOn TO:
alumni@keysschool.com

Volunteer Leadership for 2003-2004


